Identification and quantification of mucin expression.
The major phenotype of CF is the accumulation of mucus, a phenomenon whose relation to the dysfunctional CFTR is still not fully understood. This means that studies of mucus and its main component, the mucins, are important. Due to the large size and high glycosylation level, such questions need special considerations and methodology. We describe methods for the general quantification of heavily glycosylated proteins as the mucins using dot/slot blot. We also describe the separation of the mucins by gel electrophoresis and the identification with specific antibodies on Western blot and by proteomics.